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The          the   myth   or   legend   of   Osiris   the   oldest   are   a   long

Pyramid serjes of hymns, prayers, incantations, and liturgies, which
TeXtS" have been found engraved in hieroglyphics on the walls,
passages, and galleries of five pyramids at Sakkara. From
the place where they were discovered these ancient re-
ligious records are known as the Pyramid Texts. They
date from the fifth and sixth dynasties, and the period
of time during which' they were carved on the pyramids
is believed to have been roughly a hundred and fifty
years from about the year 2625 B.C. onward. But from
their contents it appears that many of these documents
were drawn up much earlier; for in some of them there
are references to works which have perished, and in others
there are political allusions which seem to show that the
passages containing them must have been composed at
a time when the Northern and Southern Kingdoms
were still independent and hostile states and had not yet
coalesced into a single realm under the sway of one power-
ful monarch. As the union of the kingdoms appears
to have taken place about three thousand four hundred
years before our era, the whole period covered by the com-
position of the Pyramid Texts probably did not fall short of
a thousand years. Thus the documents form the oldest
body of religious literature surviving to us from the ancient
world, and occupy a place in the history of Egyptian lan-
guage and civilization like that which the Vedic hymns and
incantations occupy in the history of Aryan speech and
culture.1

The                 The special purpose for which these texts were engraved

Texts^     on t^ie P7ram*ds was to ensure the eternal life and felicity
intended     of the dead kings who slept beneath these colossal monu-
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